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APOSTOLICAL RULE 


Concerning the 


ORDINATION 


MINISTERS 


CONSIDER'D, 


And RECOMMENDE Þ both to 


MINISTERS and PEOPLE; 


From 1 T 1 M. V. 22. 


Lay hands ſuddenly on no man, neither be par- 
taker of other mens ſins. Keep thyſelf pure. 
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Qualem commendas etiam atque etiam aſpice, ne mox 
Incutiant aliena tibi peccata timorem. Hos. 


He that haſleth with his feet, ſinnetb. PRov. xix. 2. 
In many things we offend all. JaMEs iii. 2. 


F thou haſt done fooliſhly lay thine hand upon thy mouth. 
PO. xxx. 32. 
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SH Diſcourſe hath never before 

appeared in print, which he 
hopes will engage the Read- 
er's candour for what he may diſcern 
amiſs or wanting in it. He ſbould not 
now have ſbeum himſelf to the world, 
had it not been to do that, which he ap- 
prehbends needful to be done, and yet, 
fo far as he knows, is not done, nor, 


perhaps, likely to be done, by any other 


hand. 


E Author of the following 


A 2 The 
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[ iv ] 


The Reader is not to expe here 


much politeneſs ; but it is hoped he may 


find reaſon and religion. 


Diftruſting "my own abilities, I ſhewed 
this to two of my Brethren, whilſt it 
was in manuſcript ; and their appro- 
bation of it encourages me not only to 
publiſh it, but to hope that others may 


in the main approve it too. 


Tho Miniſters chiefly be concerned 
in it, there is ſomewhat in it that be- 
longs to the People; and therefore I 
humbly dedicate it to them both. 


I. will not, I perſuade myſelf, be 
an offence to any good Miniſters or 
Chriftians, whom I love and honour, 


that I, a fingle Minifter, and one of 


the leaſt of that venerable Body, do 
make this addreſs to them, and put 
them in mind of their duty. Timothy 
was a very good Chriſtian and Mini- 


fter, and yet St. Paul did not think 


it 
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it needleſs to exhort and caution him 
in many things. It is true, I am not 
a Paul: But ſurely we ſhould not take 
it ill from any, that they excite us 10 
that which is good, or warn us againſt 
any thing that is evil. 


But perhaps it may be thought by 
ſome, too great a preſumption in me 
to find ſome fault, and make {ome 
complaint of the conduct of ſome Mi- 
niſters in a particular thing, as here 
do. But if tbere be really à viſible 
fault in ſome, and juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint, and yet it is overlooked by 
themſelves and others, why may not I 
zake ſome notice of it, and endeavour 
to remove it, if I do it with modeſty 
and meekneſs ? Is it not fit that ſome 
one ſhould do it ® TI have, I think, 


obſerved a decorum in this, and have 


ſhewn as much reſpect and tenderneſs 


as was conſiſtent with faithfulneſs in 


| promoting a reformation of that, which 


T cannot but think to be amiſs in ſome. 
JI have excuſed it as much as could. 
And 
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And it is to be obſerved, that I do 
not here find fault with any whole Body 
of Minifters of any denomination ; but 
only with ſome ; declaring at the ſame 
time my apprehenſion, that others are 
free from it, and recommending their 
example. And I do not pretend to ſay, 
which are the greater number. And 
with regard to thoſe whom I judge to 
be chargeable with ſome defect and 
irregularity, I would not be thought 
zo inſinuate, that they are altogether 
unconcerned whom they ordain, or make 
no inquiry about them; but only that 
they are leſs careful, than, as I ap- 
prehend, they ſhould be; and that 
among ft ſome Miniſters, in ſome parts 
of this country, there is a conſiderable 
deviation from the rule of the Goſpel, 


which calls for reformation. 


The power of prejudice is great, 
and we are under a firong biaſs to 
that which we have been long accuſ- 
tomed to, and in which others, eſpe- 
cially if wiſe and good, have gone 

before 
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[ vii ] 
before us: But yet I have ſo good an 
opinion of my reverend Brethren in 
the Miniſtry, as to conceive great hopes 
of them, that they will be open to con- 
viction, and that when they are ſhewn 
a better way than ſome of them are 
at preſent in, tho by one that is much 
inferior to them, they will readily come 
into it. TI have the more hopes of this, 
becauſe when that which I here recom- 


mend, was in part propoſed, ſome 


years fince, at a meeting of Miniſters, 


they fell in with it nemine contradi- 
cente. 


GOD can work by the weakeſt means 
and inſtruments, when he pleaſes : and 
if it ſhall pleaſe him to make me an 
inſtrument in his hand for glory to 
himſelf, and for good to his church, 
both Miniſters and Chriſtians, in that 
way in which I am now endeavouring 
to be ſuch, it will be a great comfort 
to me, if I live to ſee it. This ſmall 
work, ſuch as it is, I humbly and ear- 
neft ly recommend to the bleſſing of that 
GOD, 


df 
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GOD, who knows the uprightneſs of 


my intentions in it, May the GOD 
of all grace incline and enable both 
his Minifters and People, to do thoſe 
things which will be pleaſing to him, 
and profitable to themſelves, and to one 
another, pardoning to them all their 
paſt errors and defects. 
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Lay hands ſuddenly on no man, nei- 
then be partaker of other mens fins. 


Keep thyſelf pure. 


HE ſcope of this and the 
Yd other epiſtle of Paul the 
Apoſtle to Timothy, as alſo of 
that to Titus, is very much 
to give them exbortations, 
cautions, and directions, in 
order to the due execution of their office as 
Evangeliſts. Amongſt which that which we 
have in this text is one of the moſt impor- 
tant. Dr. Hammond and others refer this to 
the abſolution of penitents, which indeed 
agrees well enough with the context, and in 
particular with the charge given ver. 20, 21. 
to rebuke before All them that fit before All, 
that others alſo may fear. When heinous 

Ee, offen- 


L 2 ] 
offenders have been cenſured, the officers of 
the church ſhould not too haſtily abſolve 
them, that they may not be partakers of 
their fins, but may keep themſelves pure 
from them. But it doth not appear that 
this is any where in Scripture called the lay- 
ing on of hands. Expoſitors generally apply 
this to the ordination of Miniſters, and ſo I 
ſhall underſtand it. What reaſon there is 
for this we ſhall ſee preſently. Thus under- 
ſtanding the text, we have here two things, 
the one implied, the other expreſſed. That 
which is implied is a duty enjoined, which 
is, to lay hands on ſome in ordaining or ſe- 
parating them to the Miniſterial office. 'That 
which is expreſſed is, a caution given about 
the manner of performing this duty, that it 
be not done ſuddenly ; and a reaſon inforcing 
it, that Miniſters may not be partakers of 
other mens fins, but may keep themſelves 

ure. 
I. We have here a duty enjoined, which 
is, to lay hands on ſome in ordaining them 
to the office of the Miniſtry, It is plain, firſt, 
That this external rite or ceremony was uſed 
on this, as well as on other occaſions. Under 
the Old Teſtament we find this practiſed in 
conferring an office, Thus Jeſbua was in- 
veſted in his office by Moſes at Gop's com- 
mand, Numb. xxvii. 18. ad fin. Nor was it 
only for civil offices that this was done, but 
for eccleſiaſtical too, as we may ſee in the 
New Teſtament. When the church at Jeru- 
falem had choſen Deacons, and the Apoſtles 


ap- 


x" a, r 
Fab 


F 4 1 _. LI wnwnd — We 


ws 82 — 


— * 


ES 1 


appointed them over their buſineſs, they did 
not only pray, but laid their hands on them, 
Acts vi. 3, 5, 6. And Elders were ſet apart 
in the ſame manner, When Barnabas and 
Saul were ſent to preach the Goſpel to the 
Gentiles, certain Prophets and Teachers in 
the church at Antioch not only faſted and 
prayed, but laid their hands on them, Acts 
xili. begin. The gift of the Miniſtry was given 
to Timothy with the laying on of the hands 
of the Preſbytery, 1 Tim. w. 14. and by the 
putting on of St. Paul's hands, 2 Tim. i. 6. 
Dr. Hammond underſtands this latter text of 
the office of the Miniſtry, as well as of gifts 
for it. Impoſition of hands being ſo often 


mentioned in Scripture as uſed in Ordination, 


we have reaſon to judge that it is here put 
for it, and the rather, becauſe in the fore- 
going context mention is made of Elders, 
who laboured in the word and doctrine, 
der. 17. who were to have an honourable 
maintenance, ver. 17, 18. and againſt whom 
an accuſation was not to be received but be- 
fore two or three witneſſes, ver. 19. And this 
conſtruction of the words ſuits well enough 
with the following context alſo, as weſhall 15 
It agrees alſo with the zd chapter, where 
the Apoſtle ſhews at large the qualifications 
of Biſhops and Deacons, and their wives, that 
Timothy might know how he ought to behaye 
himſelf in the houſe of Go p, his church, 
whom to receive as officers of it, and whom 
to reject. Now if in this text impoſition of 


bands in ordination be intended, as elſewhere 


B 2 we 
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we have ſeveral examples of this, ſo here we 
have an implicit precept tor it. For the cau- 
tion here given agauft laying hands ſuddenly 
on any man, clea; ly implics, I think, a com- 
mand to lay hands on ſome. When direction 
is given how this ſhould be done, this ſuffi- 
ciently intimates, that it is to be done. This 
indeed is but a part of the work of Ordination, 
yea it is but an outward rite belonging to it. 
The ſubſtance of it is the ſolemn devot ing of 
a fit perſon to the ſervice of Gop in the work 
of che Miniſtry ; and this is done not meerly 
by laying hands on him, but by prayer and 
faſting. But yet we ſec ſo much Rreks is laid 
upon the impoſition of hands, and it is reck- 
oned ſo material in Ordination, that the 
whole work is here ſet forth by it; the ſign 
is put for the thing ſignified. 

This outward rite, tho' recommended to 
as by Apoſtolical practice and precept both, 
hath deen formerly too much ſlighted, and 
even oppoſed by ſome. But now Miniſters 
of different denominations do concur in the 
uſe of it, which I am pleaſed with. That 
which I take to be ſtill wanting in ſome 
places, and which to me is of greater weight 
than impoſition of hands, is the due obſer- 
yation of the apoſtolical rule in the uſe of 
this ceremony, or in Ordination, to wit, that 


this be not done ſuddenly. And this is all 


that 1 (hall further treat of, which is alſo that 


which this text aims at. I ſhall not inquire, 
who they are chat may and ought to lay on 


hands, or to on dain others to the office of the 
Mini- 


1 


we Miniſtry; enough hath been written of this. 
au- But taking it for granted, that theſe are ſuch 
nly as have been themſelves ordained to the ſame 
m- office, I ſhall wholly apply myſelf to that 
ion which appears to me more needful to be 
th. * conſidered. 

his 2 II. We have here a caution given about 
dn, the manner of laying on of hands, or of or- 
it. daining Miniſters ; that this be not done ſud- 
of denly. Here is allo a reaſon given why this 
rk 7 caution ſhould be obſerved : but that I ſhall 
rly * conſider with other reaſons that may be given 
nd for it. The caution is very expreſs and ſtrict ; 
ud Lay hands ſuddenly on no man: not only on 
k- > thoſe whom Miniſters have viſible reaſon to 
he * ſuſpect as unfit for the Miniſterial office; but 
gn on none. Lay hands on no man ſuddenly, or 


quickly; 2. e. without mature judgment, or 
till he be ſufficiently proved; nor till his 
h, llffe, doctrine, merits, and aptneſs to teach, 
be exactly and diligently fearched into; or 


rs > without any previous examination; or with 
he that which is but ſlight and perfunctory. 
at Thus ſome explain the words*. Grotius hath 
ne this note upon them: He that is to be ſet 
ht Z over the church ought to be long tried, leſt 
- if he hath any fault in opinion or life, the 
of * ordainer ſhould bear part of the blame, as 
at one that hardens him in it. Pricæus out of 
ill * CGellius ſhews, that Pythagoras commanded, 
at that he who had been tried, and was found 


fit, ſhould be received to his diſcipline : And 

Ariſictle did not raſhly admit any to his diſci- 
* Eflius, Danæ us, Pricæus. 

8 pline, 


161 
pline, but thoſe, whoſe wit, and learning, and 
ſtudy, and labour had been proved. There 
was great need of this precept, ſays Dancus, 
becauſe of the impudence and importunity, 
both of thoſe that were to be ordained, and 
of the people, who (as Calvin alledges) do 
commonly delight in new Miniſters: There- 
fore Paul here ſcreens Timothy from the ill- 
will of ſome, and checks thoſe that might be 
troubleſome to him, and that might cry out, 
that he was moroſe and cruel, if he did not 
preſently admit them who might deſire to be 
admitted. 

I ſhall ſhew, I. Why thoſe that ordain 
others ſhould not be too haſty in it. II. 
What care they ought to take that they may 
not be fo. 

I. Why thoſe that ordain any to be Mini- 
{ters of the Goſpel and Paſtors of the churches, 
ſhould not be too haſty in it, I ſhall take three 
reaſons out of the text and context, and add 
another to them. 

1. Becauſe of that expreſs and ſolemn cau- 
tion that is here given againſt it. Timothy is 
here caution'd againſt this, and in him all 
ordaining Miniſters. This caution is exprels ; 
Lay hands ſuddenly on no man. And it 1s alſo 
ſolemn, very ſolemn, if we prefix to it the 
charge, which immediately goes before it, 
which, for ought I ſee, we may do. This 
charge indeed may be added to thoſe preceding 
words, ver. 19, 20. Againſt an Elder receive 
not an accuſation but before two or three wit- 
refſes. Them that ſin rebuke before all, that 

others 
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others alſo may fear. But it may be referred, 
as I have faid, to that which immediately 
follows it; Lay hands ſuddenly on no man. Or 
rather, it is to be referr'd to both, becauſe it 
hath not relation to one thing, but to ſeveral. 
I charge thee before God, and the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and the ele&t angels, that thou obſerve 
theſe things, not this thing, but theſe things, 
without preferring one before another, doing 
nothing by partiality. Paul here gives Timothy 
a very ſolemn charge, leſt he ſhould be negli- 
gent, (which truly he was afraid of for him- 
ſelf, 1 Cor. ix. 27.) becauſe of the importance 
and alſo difficulty of that which he gave him 
in charge. He charges him before Go p, and 
Chriſt, and the elect angels, the good angels, 
who are elected, whilſt the evil ones are re- 
jected. He charges him before all theſe, as 
witneſſes of what he now ſaid to him, and of 
what Timothy ſhould afterwards do: a, uu 
pou, to obſerve theſe things, that he now re- 
commended to him. Without preferring one 
before another, when there is no juſt cauſe for 
it ; or without prejudice, as it is in the mar- 
gin ; and as the Greek word DpAPLLATOS doth 
ſignify, without judging or determining any 
cauſe for or againſt any perſon, before he had 
heard what could be ſaid on both ſides. Doing 
nothing by partiality ; or not inclining to either 
ide, till there appears to be ſufficient cauſe for 
it, ua pox. Ordainers may not receive 
one perſon, and reject another at their plea- 
ſure: Nor may they determine to ordain, or 
not to ordain any perſon, without inquiring, 


Or 


4 

or knowing, whether he be fit or unfit: They 2 
may not incline either to favour him, or to be 7 
ſevere towards him in this reſpect, or to uſe 
him otherwiſe than there ſhall appear to be 4 
juſt cauſe for. What an awful charge 
is this, and how much ſhould ordaining f 
Miniſters be awed by it? | | 

2. Thoſe that ſet apart any to the Miniſtry, 
ſhould not be too haſty in it, that they may 
not be partakers of other mens fins, but may 
keep themſelves pure from them. So I alter ; 
ſome part of the text, becauſe tho' it hath the 3 
form of a caution and exhortation, it hath 5 
the force of a reaſon, with which the firſt ; 
part of it is backed. Indeed one expoſitor P 
explains theſe words, Neither be partaker of © 
other mens ſins, as another caution diſtinct 
from the firſt to this ſenſe :--- If, contrary to 
thy hopes, he whom thou haſt ordained, 
ill performs his office, when he is convicted 
of it, remove him, and reprove him, leſt by 
b connivance thou makeſt his fin thine own. --= 4 
, But others underſtand it as a reaſon of the & 
firſt caution, Some tranſlate thoſe words, Reef 
; thyſelf pure, otherwiſe, Keep thyſelf chaſte, 
F becauſe the Greek word is a, which 1 
1 uſually hath that ſignification. But others 
adhere to our tranſlation; and very well this 3 
may be done, becauſe the original word x 
hath a larger ſignification alſo, and denotes A 
a general purity. So it is taken, Phil. iv. 8. * 
Whatſoever things are pure : or at leaſt, Jam. 
ii. 17. But the wiſdom which is from above is 


i pure, And it is applied to Go p, or to 
firft 5 Pp Ne 
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Chriſt himſelf, 1 John iii. 3. Even as be 2s 


pure. And it is beſt underſtanding this as the 


words next before it muſt be underſtood, that 
is, that we ſhould avoid the guilt of other 
mens fins. It much concerns thoſe that or- 
dain any to the facred office of the Miniſtry, 
not to be raſh in it, for their own ſake, that 
they may not bring upon themſelves the 
guilt and puniſhment of other mens fins, 
which may be done in part this way. (1.) It 
behoves them to be careful that they have no 
ſhare in the fins of thoſe whom they ordain. 
Not in thoſe fins which they have been guilty 
of before they are ordained. For if they be 
ſuch as make them unfit to be Minitters, and 
might have been diſcovered upon due inquiry, 
thoſe that neglect to make this inquiry, are 
acceſſary to theſe ſins of theirs in ordaining 
them notwithſtanding. This is a tacit appro- 
bation of them, or at leaſt a ſinful connivance 
at them. And thoſe that are careleſs and un- 
concerned whom they admit into the Mini- 
ſtry, and ſo admit unworthy ' perſons, will 
partake with them not only in thoſe ſins that 
they have already committed, but in thoſe alſo 
which they ſhall afterwards commit, whilſt 
they either teach ill or live ill, as P:ſcator 
expreſſes it, And it concerns Miniſters to 


avoid this alſo. (2.) The caution given to 


Miniſters againſt partaking of other mens 


N ſins, and the exhortation to keep themſelves 
pure from them, may be underſtood not only 


of the ſins of thoſe that are unworthily or- 


dained, but alſo of the fin of thoſe that ordain 
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or recommend them, their fin in that, If 
ſome Miniſters be fo raſh as to receive into 
the Miniſtry an unworthy petſon, others 
ſhould not join with them, that they may 
not partake with them in this fin of theirs, but 
may keep themſelves pure from it, And if 
one Miniiter, or ſeveral, or many Miniſters, 
of any other perſon, ſhould recommend to 
another Miniſter one that is really unfit to be 
a Miniſter, and importune and intreat him 
never ſo mach to concur with other Miniſters 
in ordaining him; he muſt hy no means 
Hearken to them. To this purpoſe ſeveral in- 
terpreters expound the text, as Calvin and 
Daneus. © It often happens that when we 
judge rightly ourſelves, we are drawn away 
*© by the folly and levity of others. But yield 
* not to their importunity; be not moved 
* by their intreaties, or by their greater 
t number of votes, to act contrary to thy own 
judgment; but ſeparate thy counſels from 
© them; conſent not to the Election or Or- 
dination of thoſe from whoſe life or doc- 
e trine the church is in danger; but refuſe, 
© and keep thy conſcience pure.” 

3. Ordaining Miniſters ſhould not be too 
| haſty in ordaining, becauſe if they proceed 
in this with due deliberation, they may ordi- 
narily be able to form a right judgment con- 
cerning thoſe that offer themſelves to it, whe- 
ther they be fit or unfit. This ſeems to be 
given as a reaſon why Timothy ſhould not lay 
hands ſuddenly on any man, ver. 24, 25. For 
the 23d verſe (in which the Apoſtle adviſes 

Timothy 
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r cory and ſome men they 


mew 


Timothy to drink no longer water alone, but 
to uſe a little wine with it, for his ſtomach's 
ſake, and for his often infirmities) ſeems to be 
inſerted by way of parentheſis, and ſuch ſome 
make this verſe to be : after which Paul re- 
turns to the matter that he had been before 
treating cf, and thus further ſtrengthens and 
recommends the caution he had given againſt 
laying hands ſuddenly on any perſon : Some 
mens fins are open before-hand, going before to 
follow after. 
Likewiſe alſo the good works of fome are mani- 


feſt before-hand, and they that are otherwiſe 


cannot be hid. Some would have this to be 
meant of the divine judgment: but this doth 
not ſuit the foregoing context. It is beſt inter- 
preted of human judgment : for in this chap- 
ter, and in this epiſtle, the Apoſtle is directing 
Timothy how to act towards thoſe with whom 
he had to do, and in particular with regard to 
thoſe, on whom church-cenſures were to be 
inflicted, and thoſe for whom Ordination 
might be defired. Some apply this human 
judgment to the one, and others to the other. 
J think it may fitly take in both caſes, or at 
leaſt the latter, which was laft mentioned. 
Some mens fins are open before-hand, going be- 
fore to judgment : q. d. the ſins of ſome are 
lo notorious, and withal ſo heinous, that they 
do as it were go before them, fo as to make it 
very plain and eaſy to judge, how they are to 
be dealt with, that they are utterly unfit to 
be ordained to the Miniſterial office, how 
much ſoever they for themſelves, or others 
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[ 12 ] 
for them, may defire and ſeek it. The fins of 
ſome are ſo great and evident, that without 
much, if any, trial or examination, judgment 
may preſently be given againſt them, as per- 
ſons that ought not to be admitted into the 
Miniſtry, but to be rejected. But it is other- 
wiſe with others: Some men they follow after. 
The ſenſe that expoſitors generally put upon 
this is, That as the fins of ſome are open and 
known before judgment 1s paſſed on them, 
and before they are ordained ; ſo the fins of 
others follow after this judgment and ordina- 
tion, are not committed, or not diſcovered, 
till afterwards. But I ſee not how the words 
will admit of this interpretation. For it is not 
ſaid, ſome mens fins go before judgment; but, 
that they go before unto judgment, they go 
before them to judgment: Nor is it ſaid, that 
ſome mens fins follow it, that is, this judg- 
ment; but, ſome men they, that is, their fins 
follow after: the Greek word here is not mo- 
as before, but . Therefore I take the mean- 
ing of the words to be this, That as the ſins 
of ſome are ſo open before-hand, that they 
may be ſaid to go before them to judgment, 
becauſe with little or no inquiry they are or 
may be found and judged altogether unfit to 
be Miniſters; ſo the ſins of others, that are 
leſs manifeſt, may be ſaid to follow them to 
this judgment, becauſe by due inquiry they 
alſo may ordinarily be diſcovered, and ſo the 
one as well as the other may be found and 
judged unworthy. It is added on the other 
hand, Likewiſe alſo the good works of ſome are 
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naniſeſt before-band, before they are judged and 

tried, whether they be fit for Ordination: The 
good works of ſome are ſo open and manifeſt, 
that almoſt without any trial with regard to 
theſe, they may be judged fit for it, and ſo ad- 
mitted to it. And they that are otherwiſe cannot 
he hid. This ſome underſtand thus; 'Thoſe works 
that are evil cannot be long hid. But this is not, 
asI apprehend, the true meaning of the words; 
but that which others put upon them; Thoſe 
good works, that are not manifeſt before-hand, 
cannot always be hid, they will be maniteſt 
afterwards. This, and not the other, I take to be 
the true ſenſe, becauſe, according to this inter- 
pretation, the latter verſe exactly anſwers to the 
former. The former is wholly concerning evil 
works, of which ſome appear ſooner and more 
eaſily, and others later and upon ſearch, but 
{till both ſorts of fins and ſinners are diſcovered: 
The latter verſe is wholly concerning good 
works, and ſhews that the good works of tome 


appear ſoon and caſily, and the good works of 


> othersafterwards and upon ſearch. Some things, 


ſays Menochius, are hid; but yet by a diligent 
ſearch they are diſcovered. The word /ikew1/e 
doth, as I ſuppoſe, imply, that the latter verſe 
doth in both parts of it anſwer to the former. 


? The good works of ſome do appear preſently, 


without much (if any) inquiry: the good works 


= of others may in a great meaſure be obſcured 


for a time, by their own humility, for want of 
opportunity to perform them, or by the calum- 
nies of their adverſaries. Their goodneſs may 
be long overlook'd, lays Beza, or oppreſſed by 


wicked 
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wicked men; but at laſt it is manifeſt. And, as 
Priceus, Tho' they ſeek to be concealed, they 
will be conſpicuous to men. Grotius hath this 
note here : --- Thou art to inquire concerning 
him that 1s to be ordained, not only whether he 
hath done no evil, but whether he hath done 
much good ; and on this chiefly thou art 
to depend: for the pious actions of thoſe 
that are truly pious, are not hid. Their good 
works, fays Eſtius, at leaſt after they are in- 
quired into, will be manifeſt, and will ſhew, 
that the authors of them are worthy to have 
hands laid on them. Other expoſitors alſo 
underſtand this laſt verſe as meant wholly of 
good works *, 

4. The ordaining of Miniſters ſhould not be 
undertaken raſhly, becauſe it is a thing of high 
importance, a very great truſt, and that in which 
the glory of Go p, the intereſt of religion, the 
Honour of the Miniſtry, and the good of ſouls 
and of the church is deeply concerned. The 
admiſſion of men into the ſacred office of the 
Miniſtry, is no light matter, and therefore not 
to be made light of; it is a thing of vaſt impor- 
tance. The whole office of Miniſters, and this 
amongſt (not to ſay above) other parts of it, is 
an high truſt committed to them, and they 
ought to be very careful in the diſcharge of it. 
When due care is taken to put only fit perſons 
into the Miniſtry, by this Go p is much glori- 
fed, and the intereſt of true religion promoted: 
but when it is otherwiſe, Go p is greatly diſho- 


* Sec Trapp on the Epiſtles, Diodati, Dutch Annotations, 
and thoſe commonly called the AJembly's, in loc. 
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noured, and religion muſt needs ſuffer much by 
it It is for the honour of Go p, to have thofe 
employed in this his ſpecial ſervice, who are 
worthy of it: Such will honour him above 
others, and it may be hoped, that for their fakes, 
and by their means, others will be brought to 
honour him too, and that by ſuch Miniſters his 
kingdom among men will be advanced. But 
this is not to be expected from thoſe, who onl 

bear the name, and ſtand in the place of Mini- 
ſters: by theſe (to ſay the leaſt) GoDp will be 
as much diſhonoured, as he is honoured by the 
other, and theſe, inſtead of being pillars in the 
church, will be ſome of the chief inſtruments 
that the devil makes uſe of to uphold his own 
kingdom, and to undermine the kingdom of 
Gop. I ſcarce know any, by whom Gop is 
more honoured or l and his intereſt 
more furthered or hindered, than by Miniſters, 
as they are good or bad. Thoſe therefore, whom 


© Gop hath honoured and favoured ſo much, as 


— 4 + irs 4 


to put them into the Miniſtry, and whom he 
intruſts to put others into it under himſelf, 


> ought to be cautious in this matter. For his 
7 glory, which is indeed the ultimate end of all 
: things and perſons, is that which th 


ey above 
others ſhould have a great regard to. It is alſo 


much for the honour of the Miniſtry, and gives 


it a great reputation among men, yea it makes 


4 It honourable both in the fight of Go p and of 
men, when thoſe that are ordained to it are 
found to be duly 


qualified for it, and do ſkil- 


fully and faithfully perform what belongs to it; 


and when this is in a good meaſure owing, 


under 


[ 16 ] 
under Go Dd, to the care and vigilance of thoſe 
who have ordained them to it. On the other 
hand, when unfit and unworthy perſons raſhly 
take upon them the momentous office of the 
Miniſtry, and when a body of Miniſters do as 
raſhly inveſt them with it, this is as diſhonour- 
able to them both, both before Go p and men. 
Finally, The good of ſouls, precious and im- 
mortal ſouls, their ſpiritual and eternal welfare : 
The good of the church, that great and good 

i body, of which Jeſus Chriſt is the head, ought 

Ul þ to lie near the hearts of all Chriſtians, and more 

| eſpecially of all Miniſters, . and they ſhould uſe 

Wi their beſt endeavours to ſupply the church with 

ſuch as may anſwer this great end of the Mini- 

ſtry. When thoſe are appointed to this holy 

I function, who are ſkilful and laborious, and 

' make it their buſineſs to promote the conviction 

. and converſion of ſinners, the edification and 

6 conſolation of ſaints, and the ſalvation of ſouls, 

3 this is likely to be a great benefit. But when the 

| Paſtors of churches care for none of theſe things, 
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5 or are not capable of them, and more eſpecially 
1 | if their life or doctrine tends to the contrary way, 
1 the damage is unſpeakable. All this conſider'd, 
3 certainly Miniſters had need and ought to be 


cautious, whom they admit into the Miniſtry 
II. I am now to inquire, what care ordain- 
ing Miniſters ought to take, that they may not 
be too haſty in ordaining ; or what this caution 
[Lay hands ſudaenly on no man} doth imply in 
it. Now certainly this implies in the general, 
that the Ordainers ſhould endeavour to obtain 
ſufficient ſatisfaction concerning the fitneſs of 
the 
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the perſon to be ordained, before they ordain 
him. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, I. What this 


* ſatisfaction is. II. How it is to be obtained or 


ſought for. III. When this ſatisfaction ſhould 
be given and received. 

I. What this ſatisfaction is. The ſame degree 
of fitneſs is not to be expected in all that would 
or ſhould be ordained. Miniſters as well as 


* Chriſtians are of different degrees, and ſo they 


will ever be; and thoſe that do not excel, may 
notwithſtanding be uſeful, in thoſe more private 


and meaner places in which Gop's Providence 
may ſet them, unto which alſo ſome regard may 


and ſhould be had by thoſe that ordain them. 
A ſufficient ſatisfaction concerning a competent 


flitneſs for the office 1s all that is to be inſiſted on 
as neceſſary, tho more is to be deſired. This 
= comprehends ſeveral things in it, which I ſhall 
reduce to four heads, --- their ſound judgment; 
their graces; their parts and gifts, or abilities 
and their willingneſs. 


1. Thoſe that admit any into the Miniſtry, 


* ſhould be ſatisfied concerning the ſoundneſs of 
their judgments, For thoſe that are admitted 
into it ought to be ſound in the faith. This is 
one great qualification of Goſpel Miniſters. This 
is needful even for private Chriſtians, and much 
more for Miniſters. Their judgment muſt be 


C found, that their doctrine may be ſo. It is neceſ- 
# tary that they ſhould themſelves believe, em- 
# brace, and hold faſt the true, pure and ſound 


© doctrine of the Goſpel, thoſe great truths of the 
® Goſpel in which they are to inſtruct others, It is 


„ - 


Part of their office to lead the people into truth, 
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and to preferve them from error; and therefore 
it is needful that they ſhould themſelves receive 
and retain the truth, and in the main be free 
from error. Great ſtreſs is laid upon this in the 
epiſtles to Timothy and Titus. Timothy muſt 
charge ſome that they teach no other doctrine than 
the true doctrine of the Goſpel ; 1 T. i. 3. He 
himſelf is charged 70 hold faith as well as a good 
conſcience, ver. 18, 19. Even the Deacons, thoſe 
lower officers in the chu rch, muſt hold the myſter * 
of the faith in a pure conſcience, Chap. iii. 9. A 
good Miniſter of Jeſiss Chriſt is nouriſhed up, 
4 8 or, as ſome read and underſtand the 
words, nouriſhes up the brethren in the words of 
faith and of found doctrine, chap. iv. 6. Thoſe 
Teachers are cenſured as proud and ignorant, 
who conſent not to wholſome words, even the words 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chap. vi. 34. Timothy 
is exhorted to keep that which was committed to 
his Truſt, even the faith, concerning vieh ſome 
had erred, ver. 20, 21. And to bold faſt the form 
of feund words in faith and Ive, and to keep that 
good thing which was committed to him, 2 Jim. i. 
13, 14. Titus allo is exhorted to ſhew in dod7rine 
1ucorruptneſs, ſound ſpeech that cannot be con- 
demned, chap. ii. 7, 8. And thoſe that ordain 
others to the Miniſterial Office, muſt ſee to it, 
that they have this ſoundneſs in the faith. The 
Prophets were to ſpeak tww9 or three by turns, and 
the other to judge whether he that ſpake, ſpake 
the truth or error; 1 Cor. xiv. 29. becauſe be 


ſpirits of the Prophets are ſi:bjctt to the Prophets, 


ver. 32. The college of the Prophets was to 
judge concerning every particular perſon, whe- 
ther 
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not only able to teach others, but 
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ther he ſpake by the Spirit. The great truths of 
the Goſpel are to be committed to men, that are 
faithful to 
teach them theſe truths; 2 Tim. ii. 2. And he 
that is to be ordained an Elder or Biſhop, muſt be 
one that holds faſt the faithful word, as Le hath 
been taught, that he may be able by ſound dottrine 
both to exhort and convince gain-ſayers; 1 Tit. v. . 

Yet as it is not to be expected, that even wiſe 
and good men ſhould be all of one mind in every 
ſmaller point of doctrine; both Chriſtians and 
Miniſters ſurely ſhould bear with one another in 


| tolerable differences: and they are to diſtinguiſh 


as well as they can between tolerable and into- 


lerable errors, and between truths that are ne- 
ceſſary to be believed, acknowledged, and taught, 


and thoſe that are not neceſſary. 


But in this 
there ſcems to be ſome difficulty, and I ſhall 
leave it to be conſidered, how far this point of 
orthodoxy may and ſhould be extended by thoſe 
of whom Ordination is deſired. This only I 


> ſhall further ſay on this head, that when very 


+ great and dangerous errors, ſuch as Arianiſim, 


Socinianiſiu, Pelagianiſin, Antinemianiſm, do 
much prevail, then Miniſters ſhould be the 
more cautious whom they 


ordain. 


2. Ordaining Miniſters ſhould be ſatisfied in 


ſome good meaſure concerning the graces of 
thoſe whom they ordain, that there is the true 

= grace of G0 p in them, ſo far as it can be diſ- 
dend by the effects, and as man is able to judge. 
4 They ſhould endeavour to obtain ſome good 


aſſurance concerning the goodneſs of their con- 


; 4 verſation, and their ſeriouſneſs in religion; 
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that they are good Chriſtians, without which 
they can never be good Miniſters. Real godli- 
neſs is neceſſary for a Miniſter, that he may be 
approved and accepted of Go in this office, 
(tho' it be not neceſſary to the validity of his 
miniſtrations to men) and the probable appear- 
ance of it, and ſome tokens of it, are neceſſary, 
that he may be approved and ordained by men. 
And this is one of thoſe things which they are to 
inquire into, before they approve him, if it be 
not already ſufficiently known to them. This is 
a qualification much inlarged and inſiſted on by 
St. Paul in his epiſtles to Timothy and Titus. 
This alſo is required of all Chriſtians, and more 
eſpecially of all Miniſters. In 1 Tm. i. 5. the 
Apoſtle tacitly intimates (as appears both by the 
toregoing and following context) that in Teach- 
ers there ought to be charity or love out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conſcience, and of faith un- 
fergned. The zd chapter is almoſt wholly con- 
ccrning the qualifications; yea concerning this 
qualification of church-othcers, it is obſervable 
that this is much more enlarged upon than any 
other. In the beginning the Apoſtle ſets forth 
the qualifications, and chiefly this qualification 
of a Biſhop, or Elder (as the {ame officer is elſe- 
where called) or of a Goſpel-Miniſter : he ſhews 
there more particularly, what he who deſires the 
office of a Bi ſhop mutt be, and what he may not 
be. And ver. 8, Sc. he ſhews that Deacons allo, 
tote inferior officers in the church, ought to be 
pious perions : and their wives too; ver. 11. and 
if ſo, it may be mare ſtrongly argued, that Bi- 
(hops muſt be thus qualified, The particular 
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here mentioned are ſo many, that I may not ex- 
patiate ſo far as to conſider them. Timothy him- 
{elf is exhorted to exerciſe himfelf unto godlineſs, 
chap. iv. 7. and to be an example of the believers 
in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 


* faith, in purity, ver. 12. and to 7ake heed to bim- 
ell as well as to his doctrine, ver. 16. Heinous 


fins, when diſcovered, are a ſufficient bar to a 
perſon's Ordination; and in order to it his good 
works muſt in ſome degree be manifeſt, as is in- 
timated, chap. v. 24, 25. Again, chap. vi. 11,12. 
Timothy as a man of God is admonithed to flee 


from the love of money, and thoſe many evils that 


flow from it, and to follmo after righteouſneſs, 


godlineſi, faith, love, patience, meekneſs, and ta 


fight the good fight of faith. We have more to the 
ſame purpoſe in the 2d epiſtle to Timothy. St. 
Paul was perſuaded, that there was an unieigned 
faith in Timothy, the ſame that dwelt firit in his 
grandmother and mother, and ſo the gift of the 
Miniſtry was conferred on him by the putting 
on of his hands, chap. i. 5, 6. And chap. ii. 1. he 
exhorts him to be „eng in the grace that is in 
Chrift eſis, and to endure hardneſs as a good 
folater of Jeſus Chriſt ; and cautions him againſt 
entangling himſelf with the affairs of this life, ver. 
3, 4. He exhorts him to flee youth/ul Jujts, and 
to follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace, with 
them that call ufon the Lord out of a pure heart, 
ver. 22, and to watch in all things, and endure 
ajjutions, chap. iv. 5. The tame Apoſtle writes 
to Titus after the ſame manner. Chap. i. from 
Ver. 5. to ver. 10. he ſhews him what fort of 
perions he might ordain to be Elders or Biſhops ; 
and 


£2 


and the qualifications that he mentions are much 


like thote which were mentioned before to T;- 


mothy, and for the moſt part have relation to 
their morals. Titus himſelf is exhorted to ſhew 
bimſelf a pattern of good works, chap. ii. 7. It is 
remarkable alfo, how ſtriftly Chriſt examined 
St. Peter concerning his love to himſelf, and 
took ſrom him a ſerious profeſſion of it, before 
he committed to him the feeding of his flock, 
Fohn xxi. 15, 16, 17. 

3. Thoſe that are to ordain others ſhould firſt be 
ſatisfied concerning their parts and gifts, or their 
abilities. Orthodoxy and grace alone are not ſut- 
ficient for a Miniſter ; more is neceſſary for him 
than for a private Chriſtian. (1.) Miniſters muſt 
have ſome parts, ſome natural capacity. Indeed 
they had need to have a ready wit, whatever 
fome who have mean thoughts of the Miniſtry 
may imagine to the contrary, Yet ſome of a duller 
and flower underſtanding, by the bleſſing of Gop 
upon their induſtry, have exceeded others of 
quicker apprehenſions, wha truſted too much 
to their natural parts, However, tome tolerable 
natural capacity is neceſſary for a Miniſter. 
(2.) And to this ſeveral gifts are needful to be 
ſuperadded. Miniſters muſt have the gift of 
knowledge in ſome degree, in a greater degree 
than private perſons ordinarily have it. When 
the Apoſtle is ſhewing what ſort of perſon ſhould 
not be made a Biſhop, this is one, 1 Tm. iii. 6. 
Not a novice, Mi rgury, not one that is newly 
planted in the church, but newly become a Chri- 
ſtian, but lately inſtructed, unleſs in caſes of ne- 
celtity or extraordinary humility, Such an one 


he 
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be would not have to be made a Miniſter, f 
* being lifted up with pride, he fall into the condem- 
* ration of the devil: For it is uſual with thoſe that 
* know but little, to think that they know much, 
and fo to be proud. Thoſe that are put into the 
* Miniſtry ought firſt and chiefly to be well verſed 
in the holy Scriptures. Timothy was a Learner 
before he was a Teacher, and from à child had 
* known the holy Scriptures; 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15. 
> This knowledge is needful for every Chriſtian, 
and doubly needful for every Miniſter, that this 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed to 
all good works belonging to his Miniſtry, ver. 
* 16, 17. It is much to be wiſhed, that all Mini- 
| ſters were able to read the Scriptures in the ori- 
= ginal tongues in which they were written, as 
well the Hebrew as the Greek, But they ſhould 
not only have a good knowledge of divinity, and 
the ſacred languages, but alſo of other ſciences 
and languages that are ſubſervient to it. Human 
learning is needful for them in theſe days, in 
which they cannot pretend to that inſpiration 
which the Apoſtles had. They ought alſo to 
have the gift of wiſdom and prudence ; they 
have great. need of it. They ſhould be wiſe to 
win ſouls, w/e as well as faithful /ervants, giving 
meat to their Lord's houſhold in due ſeaſon ; Mat. 
$ xx1v. 45. and giving to every one their proper 
portion. They muſt alſo in ſome meaſure have 
the gift of utterance ; they muſt be able to ſpeak 
4 and to declare, at leaſt in ſome tolerable manner, 

to others what they know themſelves, and what 
others alſo are concerned to know. Therefore 
the Apoſtle defired the prayers of the church 
2 RY Es for 
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for himſelf, that utterance might be given to him, 
to make known the myſtery of the Goſpel, that 
therein he might ſpeak boldly as he ought to fprak ; 
Eph. vi. 18, 19, 20. They muſt have the gift of 


prayer, and the gift of preaching. Thoſe that 
cannot pray or preach but in other mens words, 
are not fit to be Miniſters. They muſt have the 
gift of prayer, becauſe it is a part of their office 
to go before the people in prayer; and they muſt 
have the gift of preaching, that they may be able 
to teach them. A Biſhop muſt be apt to teach; 
1 Tim. iii. 2. Paul gives Timothy a particular rule 
about this, 2 Tm. 11. 2. And the things that thou 
baſt heard of me amcng many witneſſes, the ſame 
commit thou to faithful men, Who ſhall be able to 
teach others alſo. He would have him to inſtruct 
ſome, that they might be able to teach others, 
and to inſtruct with the preaching of the Goſpel 
not only faithful, but able perſons, ſuch as ſhould 
be able to teach others. He gives him alſo this 
exhortation with regard to himſelf, ver. 15. 
Study to ſhew thyſelf approved to God, a work- 
man that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly divide- 
ing the word of truth, Every Miniſter ought to 
be ſuch. This ſervant of the Lord muſt be apt to 
teach, in meeknefs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 
themſetves againſt the truth; ver. 24, 25. 

4. Thoſe that ordain others to the office of the 
Miniſtry, ought to be ſatisfied concerning their 
willingneſs and deſire to it. When any take this 
office upon them, this is not to be done out of 
neceſſity, but out of choice; not by conftraint, 
but willingly ; not in compliance with the incli- 
nation, command, or unportunity of parents, of 
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„ MF vothers, againſt or without their own inclination, 
R (as ſometimes it hath been done) but there muſt 
be in them a willingneſs to the thing. Such muſt 
f be willing to enter into the Miniſtry, and to con- 
ft MF tinue in it for life, unleſs diſabled for the exer- 
Ss, MX ciſeof it, or otherwiſe diſcharged by their great 
E * Maſter who employs them: they muſt be will- 
CE ing to perform all the duty belonging to it, and 
ſt to ſubmit to all the hardſhips of it. Thoſe that 
le engage in the Miniſtry muſt do it willingly, and 
5 F this from right principles, and for right ends; 
e not meerly or mainly for worldly profit, for filthy 
u lucre's ſake, no, nor for their neceſſary ſubſiſtence, 
W (c, for which, alas! thoſe may and often do deſire 
fo the Miniſtry, who are utterly unfit for it) nor 
t may this be defired meerly or mainly for the 
8, Z honour and dignity belonging to it: but there 
el muſt be higher and nobler reaſons of this deſire, 
d namely, becauſe they apprehend that they are 
is by Gp called to it, that they may ſerve him 
5. and his church by it, that in this way they may 
- promote the glory of Gop, and the good of 
— ſouls, more eminently than they could do it in 
Oo another. Thus they muſt have upright inten- 
fo tions in taking upon them this ſacred office, and | 
ſe [a jncere willingneſs to it, on ſuch terms, and | 
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for ſuch purpoſes as have been mentioned; and 
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thoſe that ordain them to it ſhould inquire after 
ir this amongſt other things. We find this inquiry 
is made by Gop himſelf, and anſwered by the 
of prophet, Ja. vi. 8. Alſo I heard the vcice of the 
- Lord, ſaying, Whom ſball T fend, and who will go 
i- Vor us? Then ſaid I, Here am I, fend me. Upon 
or which he was ſent, ver. 9. And he faid, Go and 
s, = E tell 
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tell this people Thofe are not fit to be Miniſters, 
who are not willing and defirous to be ſo: No 
man ſhould meddle with this weighty employ- 
ment, who had rather let it alone. This is true 
faying, fays the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. iii. 1. Fa man 
defire the office of a Biſhop, he defireth a good work. 
This may imply, that he who is made a Biſhop, 
fhould firſt defire to be fo; and he muſt defire 
the office of a Biſhop more than the revenue. 
He that deſires Epiſcopacy, , or the 
Miniftry, muſt defire it as a work, a good work, 
as indeed it is; he muſt defire the work more 
than the wages, or the honour, And thoſe that 
receive him into it, ſhould firſt be ſatisfied that 
he doth ſo defire it. | 

II. How or by what means this ſufficient 
ſatisfaction is to be obtained, | 

I. This is not to be obtained meerly by a po- 
pular election, by the choice of the people. If 
a people have chofen a young candidate for the 
Miniſtry, this alone is not a ſufficient reaſon 
why Minifters ſhould ordain him to it. I con- 
feſs, there may be ſome degree of fatisfaftion 


ſometimes in this; as if a ſerious and judicious | * 


people have freely and unanimouſly choſen one 
to be their Paſtor, after they have had ſufficient Þ* 
trial or knowledge of his life, and doctrine, and 
adminiſtrations, ſome regard may be had to this. 
But this is not always the caſe. Sometimes the 
people, many of them, are corrupt in their prin- 
ciples or practices themſelves, and this may in- 
cline them to chuſe one that is like themſelves 
to be their Miniſter. Some will not endure ſound 
doctrine: but after their own luſts they heap to 

them- 
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themſelves teackers, having itching ears, and turn 
away their ears from the truth, and are turned 
to fables; 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. And certainly Mini- 
ſters are not to ordain ſuch Teachers meerly 
becauſe the people have choſen them. But if 
the caſe ſhould not be ſo bad, yet, alas! how 
often are congregations divided about the choice 
of a Miniſter, and when one is choſen by the 
major part, others do not approve of the choice, 
and theſe may be the better and wiſer (tho 
ſmaller) part, and for good and ſufficient rea- 
ſons, they may be diſſatisfied. Beſides, when 
there is a great majority, yea or a ſeeming una- 
nimity in the choice of a Miniſter, this may be 
obtained by unjuſt means, by intereſt and fa- 
vour, by the too great influence of ſome chief 

rfons in the congregation, and their friends, 
But if there ſhould be nothing of this, but the 
election be general, and free, and without par- 
tiality; yet the main body of the people, in the 
choice of a Miniſter, are apt to be too much 
influenced by ſome little things, and to have too 
little regard to greater. Perhaps what they moſt 
look at is a good aſſurance, a loud voice, lively 
affections, preaching without notes, and ſome 
fine language, or other ſuch kind of things, and 
ſo very injudiciouſly they paſs by more able Mi- 
niſters, and take thoſe that are inferior to them. 
Beſides, a people may have been too haſty in 
chuſing a Miniſter, and it is not fit that Mini- 
ſters ſhould be as haſty in ordaining him. But 
if they have allowed themſelves ſufficient time 
for it, yet they are not competent judges of the 
qualifications of Miniſters in all reſpects, They 
E 2 may 
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may indeed be acquainted with the life of any 
perſon as much and more than Miniſters. But 
they are not ſo capable of judging of his abili- 
ties, his knowledge, and learning, nor whether 
he be ſound in the faith. And therefore truly 
it is my judgment, that before a people chuſe a 
Miniſter, they ſhall do well ordinarily to adviſe 
with ſome neighbouring or other Miniſters about 
ſo weighty a concern as this is, and deſire their 
aſſiſtance. Nor am I alone in theſe ſentiments, 
This is one of the heads of agreement aſſented to 
by the united Miniſters in and about London, 
formerly called Preſbyterian and Congregational, 
in the year 1691. The fourth article concerning 
the Miniſtry is this; © That in fo great and 
„ weighty a matter as the calling and chuſing a 
* Paſtor, we judge it ordinarily requiſite, that 
* every ſuch church conſult and adviſe with the 
« Paſtors of neighbouring congregations,” This, 
I hope, is more or leſs practiſed at this day. But 
if any church think fit to chuſe a Paſtor without 
the advice and aſſiſtance of any Miniſters, yet 
it cannot reaſonably be expected, that he ſhould 
be ordained by them meerly on this account. I 
own the right of the people to chuſe their own 
Miniſters, and to judge who is fit to be choſen. 
But as they have this right, certainly Miniſters 
have alſo a right to judge whom they ſhould 
ordain, and they ought to make uſe of it, For 
it is fit that every one ſhould be judge of his 
own acts. Miniſters are not allowed, much leſs 
obliged, to put into the Miniſtry any perſon 
that may be choſen by a people, whether fit or 
haßt; f and it is yy Nan that ſuch a  perſoj 
muy 
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may be very nnfit*, If the people ſhould chuſe 
NT Gs Paſtor, and then defire Miniſters to 
pect it from them without 


any farther evidence or ſatisfaction concerning 


his fatneſs for the office, this would be an unrea- 


ſonable impoſition upon the conſciences of Mi- 


niſters; and it would be ſtill more unreaſonable, 


if they, or any of them, or the perſon whom 
they have choſen, ſhould be angry with Miniſters 
for ſcrupling to ordain him without further ſatiſ- 
faction, when perhaps ſome of them have no 
knowledge at all of the perſon. The truth is, 
ſuch Miniſters, and they only, would have rea- 
ſon to be offended in fuck a caſe. Vet I am afraid, 
this is a caſe that hath ſometimes happened ; and 
if ſo, it is fit that the people, or perſon whom 
they have choſen, ſhould be made ſenſible of the 
miſtake and miſcarriage, that they may not for 
the future fall into it, if they ſhould be again 
ſo uſed. 

2. This ſufficient ſatisfaction, which ordain- 
ing Miniſters ought to have, is not uſually (as 
I apprehend) obtained by the examinations or 
teſtimonials of other Miniſters. If ſome Mini- 
ſters themſelves have examined and approved a 
candidate for the Miniſtry, and have given him 
written teſtimonials concerning this, this alſo 
appears to me no /uffc:zent means of ſatisfaction 
to other Miniſters. There may indeed be ſome 
degree of ſatisfaction in this, and I would have 
all due regard ſhewn by one body of Miniſters 


* See more of this, in the agreement of the aſſociated Paſtors 
and Churches of Worceſier ſhire, m Mr. Baxter”'s Explication and 
Detencs of jt, printed in 1653. p. 114, 115, 11 
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to another, and more eſpecially when they are 
well known one to another, known to be per- 
fons in whom confidence may be repoſed. 
yet I cannot think it reaſonable for them wholly 
to depend upon 'this. This cannot always be 
fafely, and therefore not lawfully done. Thoſe 
Miniſters that recommend a perſon may be 
unknown to thoſe to whom they recommend 
Him; and when it is ſo, there is the leſs regard 
to be had to their teſtimony. Minifters are men 
of like paſſions with others, and may ſome- 
times be prevailed upon to ſhew that favour and 
affection, which ought not to be ſhewn in ſuch 
an affair as this is. They are not all alike careful 
and faithful in their examinations; ſome may 
have been too ſlighty in them, and too liberal 
in their recommendations. Or they may have 
been leſs ſtrict in their examinations, (which 
yet I think ſhould not be ſo) becauſe they were 
only in order to their being licenſed to preach 
as probationers, in expectation of their being 
further examined, when they ſhould defire to 
be ordained. Befides, fome Miniſters may be 
erroneous themſelves in important points of 
religion, (tho' they are not lightly to be ſuſpect- 
ed of this) and may recommend others that 
are ſo. But if the teſtimony of Miniſters ſhould 
not be invalidated by any of theſe things, yet 
other objections may lie againſt it. A written 
teſtimonial is not ſo regardable in ſome reſpects 
as a verbal one, becauſe there 1s no opportunity 
of receiving further ſatisfaction by aſking que- 
ſtions, and receiving anſwers to them. And if 
it be long ſince it was given, it may in a great 
Mea- 
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meaſure be out of date, there may be now ſo 
great a change in the perſon to whom it was 
given. Or it may be unſatisfactory, becauſe it 
doth not reach to all thoſe things which are 


neceſſary qualifications for a Miniſter. If Mi- 


niſters have ſufficiently inquired into a man's 
abilities, and judged them ſufficient, they may 
have given no account of his paſt behaviour, as 
being unable to do it. Or they may not have 
received from him a confeſſion of his faith : and 
this, I ſuppoſe, is often matter of fact, this 
being deferred till the perſon is ready to be or- 
dained. Upon the whole, if one that would be 
ordained hath formerly paſſed ſome trials before 
fome Miniſters, and hath a written teſtimony 
from them of their approbation of him, this, in 
my opinion, is not to be commonly reckoned 
a ſufficient ſatisfaction to other Miniſters, that 
they may ordain him. But of this more under 
the next head. Methinks it doth not well be- 
come Proteſtant Divines to act by an implici 
faith, when and ſo far as they need not do it. 
It is good for a man to ſee with his own eyes, 
And therefore 

3. That Miniſters may have ſufficient ſatiſ- 
faction concerning the fitneſs of thoſe whom 
they are deſired to ordain, they ſhould, at leaſt 
ordinarily, themſelves examine and try them. 


It is evident from Scripture, that candidates for 
the Miniſtry and for Ordination ought to be 
proved and examined, before they be approved 
and ordained. After the text we read of the 
judgment that was to be paſſed on thoſe that 
ſhould defixe to be ordained Elders, whether 
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they were fit or unfit, upon which they were 


Either to be admitted into the Miniſtry, or 
debarred from it. We have alſo this rule given 
concerning Deacons, 1 Tm. iii. 8, 9, 10. Lite- 
wiſe muſt the Deacons be grave, not double- 
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of 


filthy lucre, holding the myſtery of the faith in a 


pure conſcience. And let theſe alſo firſt be proved. 
Or, let even theſe firſt be proved; for ſo the par- 
ticle 4 is often rendered: let them be proved, 
whether they anſwer theſe characters, and have 
theſe qualifications : Then let them uſe the office 
a deacon, being found blameleſs. Even Deacons 
muſt firſt be proved both as to their faith and 
manners, their principles and practices, and 
then, and not till then, uſe the inferior office of 
a Deacon, if they be found blamelefs with re- 
gard to both theſe, but not otherwife. From 
whence we may more ſtrongly argue, that 
Elders, whoſe office is higher and weightier, 
muſt firſt be thus proved and approved before 
they be admitted to it. And as it is plain, that 
Timothy was to lay hands on fome to ordain 
them, but not to do it ſuddenly, it cannot rea- 
ſonably be denied, that he himſelf is directed 
to judge and prove them, before he laid hands 
on them. Thoſe that are to ordain any, are the 
moſt proper perſons to examine them. And if 
they ſhould not depend upon the examinations 
of others, (againſt which I have given many 
reaſons) it follows from hence, that they ſhould 
do this themſelves, fince we ſee it muſt be done. 
It is highly reafonable, that thoſe of whom 
Ordination is defired, thoutd with care and 

diligencs. 
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diligence prove and try thoſe who defire it, ahd 
this, not only where no trial hath been made 
before, (in which caſe it is abſolutely neceſſary) 
but where there hath been ſome trial before by 
other Miniſters. And if any that have formerly 
paſſed under ſome examination, ſhould he ſo 
proud, as to refuſe to ſubmit to theſe freſh trials 
on ſo important an occaſion, by other perſons, 
by whom they would now be ordained ; by 
this they would give them juſt cauſe to queſtion 
their fitneſs for it, and might juſtly be de- 
nied it. 

Miniſters ought to inquire into thoſe things, 
which they ſhould be ſatisfied about, before 
they ordain perſons. They ſhould inquire, fo 
far as it is needful, into their piety and ſeri- 
ouſneſs in religion. If they be unacquainted 
with their paſt converſation (by which chiefly 
they are to judge whether they be good Chri- 
ſtians) they muſt for this depend upon the 
teſtimony of others. But then they ſhould be 
cautious in this, what teſtimony they receive, 
that it be given by thoſe that know them, and 


3 4 by perſons of integrity, that are worthy to be 


credited. And Miniſters ſhall do well to in- 
quire themſelves of ſuch, if they can : this, 


& where it may be, is better than to truſt wholl 
do the teſtimony which the candidates them- 
ſelves may procure and lay before them, in 
which they may be too much favoured by tu- 
tors or friends. And beſides this, they may 
ſeek further ſatisfaction concerning their bein 
& truly religious, by diſcourſing with them, . 


alking them ſome pertinent queſtions, It is 
F . 
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very propet alſo to examine them concerning 
their willingneſs and defire to take upon them 
the office of the Miniſtry, and concerning the 
reaſons of it. They ſhould alto try their gifts 
and abilities. But in what way this is to be done, 
I ſhall not ſay: for this I refer to the advice of 
the Aſſembly of Divines at Veſiminſter, which 
was for the moſt part approved by the Lords and 
Commons, by an ordinance of theirs in 1646, 
And how far it is needful or proper now to com- 

ly with thoſe rules, or what other rules ſhould 
. obſerved, I leave to the conſideration of Mi- 
niſters. They muſt alſo examine the perſon that 
deſires Ordination concerning his faith, and re- 
ceive from him ſome way or other a confeſſion 
of it, and ſatisfaction concerning it. But how 
far, and in what particular way this is to be 
done, I ſhall not now inquire. My preſent deſign 


is only in the general to engage all ordaining 


Miniſters, myſelf and others, to expreſs, by ſuch | 


inquiries as I have now recommended, a be- 
coming zeal on this occaſion for the glory of 
God, fer the honour of the Miniſtry, for the 
intereſt of true religion, and for the good of the 
church. Theſe things ſurely are to be regarded 
firſt and chiefly, and after theſe the defires and 
civil intereſts of particular perſons. Let Mini- 
ſters be as kind and gentle to any perſon, who 
ſeeks to them for Ordination, as is conſiſtent 
with theſe ; but always prefer theſe things be- 
fore the honour or temporal advantage of any 


perſon. Salus eccleſiæ ſuprema lex elo. Let the 
ſafety of the church be the ſupreme law. I am RX 


* Paetius Politicæ Eecleſiaſticæ, par, 2. p. 542. 
not 
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not now pleading for overmuch rigour or ſeve- 
rity, but againſt remiſſneſs and unfaithfulneſs. 

I ſhall now give ſome account of the judgment 
and determinations of ſome, and of the practice 
of one in this matter. The learned Yoetius ſpeaks 
of the Miniſters of a particular church as the 
firſt examiners of thoſe that are to be called to 
the Miniſtry, and then adds to them the eccle- 
ſiaſtical Miniſters of neighbouring churches 
nearly united in the fame claſſical correſpon- 
dence. And tho' he mentions written teſtimo- 
nies, as that which leads us into ſome know- 
ledge of the candidate, yet he ſays, theſe are to 
be attended to with the greateſt judgment and 
prudence ; but the ſureſt and fafeſt examination 
is by mens own obſervation and experience, 
Further, This author puts the queſtion, whether 
it be beſt to examine candidates before they are 
choſen by any church, or afterwards? and gives 
this anſwer ; Some churches go in the former 
way, and others in the latter, and every one is 
to be left at liberty: but in fome reſpects the 
former ſeems more ſafe, and leſs liable to the 
dithculties and inconveniencies ſet forth under 
the former queſtion. Yea this writer wiſhes, 
that there were a yearly and ordinary examina- 
tion of Miniſters that have been for tome time 
in the Miniſtry +. It is recorded to the honour 
of Biſhop Bedell of Kilmore in Ireland, in his 


I Peetius Politicæ Eccleſiaſlicæ par. 2. lib. z. tract. 1. c. 3. 
See more in the author concerning theſe things, and concerning 
the ordinary calling of Miniſters, and concerning their examina- 
don, the examiners, the perſons and things to be examined, the 
acts and means of examination, the neceſſity of it, the rejection 
of thoſe that do not give ſatis faction. | | | ; 
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life, p. 72. & ſeq. © That he was very ſtrict in 
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his examinations before he gave Orders to 
He went over the articles of the church 

of Ireland fo particularly and exactly, that 
one who was preſent at the Ordination of 
him that was afterwards his Archdeacon, 
Mr. Thomas Price, reported, that tho' he 
was one of the ſenior fellows of the college 
of Dublin, when the Biſhop was Provoſt, 
yet his examination held two full hours, 
And when he had ended any examination, 
which was always done in the preſence of his 
clergy, he deſired every clergyman that was 
preſent to examine the perſon further, if 
they thought that any material thing was 
omitted by him, by which a fuller diſcovery 
of his temper and ſufficiency might be made. 
When all was ended, he made all his clergy 
give their approbation, before he would pro- 
ceed to Ordination. For he would never aſ- 
ſume that ſingly to himſelf, nor take the 
load of it wholly on his own ſoul. He took 
alto great care to be well informed of the 
moral and religious qualities of thoſe he or- 
dained, as well as he ſatisfied himſelf by his 
examination of their capacity and knowledge. 
---He looked upon that power of Ordina- 
tion as the moſt ſacred part of a Biſhop's 
truit, ---- and he weighed carefully in his 
thoughts the importance of thoſe words, Lay 
hands Sſuagenly an ng man, and be not a par- 
taker 7 che mens fins. Therefore he uſed 
all the precaution that was poſſible for him 
in { important an affair. He was never pre- 
** vailed 


4 


© 


« yailed on by any recommendations nor im- 
« portunities to ordain any.” But theſe are 


urch ſingle perſons: Let us hear the ſentence of 
that greater numbers. By the 34th canon of the 
n of church of England, made in 1603. it is appoint- 
con, ed, that no Biſhop ſhould ordain any perſon, 
> he "F unleſs he be able to give an account of his faith 
lege in Latin, according to the articles of religion 
volt, approved in the ſynod of Biſhops and Clergy in 
ours. 1562. and to confirm it by Scripture teſtimo- 
tion, WF nies; and unleſs he bring letters teſtimonial, 
f his concerning his laudable life and integrity of 
was manners, under the ſeal of ſome college in Cam- 
r, if bridge or Oxford, where he before ſtaid ſome 
was time, or of three or four grave Miniſters, toge- 
very ther with the ſubſcription.and teſtimony of other 
ade, FX allowable and credible men, to whom his life 
ergy and manners have been well known for three 
pro- years next before. And by the next canon, it is 
raſ- appointed, that the Biſhop, before he lays hands 
the on any to ordain him, ſhould diligently examine 
took bim in the preſence of thoſe Miniſters, whom 
the be would have to aſſiſt him in the impoſition of 
or- WF hands. But if being lawfully hindered, he be not 
his at leiſure for the ſaid examination, yet he ſhould 
dge. take care that it be ſollicitouſly performed by 
ina- the ſaid Miniſters. And if the Biſhop ordains 
op's any without a juſt examination, he is to be de- 
his $ barred by the Archbiſhop of his province ( ano- 


Lay ther Biſhop fitting by him) from all power of 

& conterring Orders for two whole years*, It is 
declared by the Aſſembly of Divines before-men- 
_ * Sparrows Collection of Articles, Injunctions, Canons, &c. 
Nullus Epiſcepus in artes iu, &C, 
5 tioned, 
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tioned, in their advice concerning the Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters, That he that is to be ordained 
Miniſter, is to be examined and approved by thoſe 
by whom he is to be ordained ; and in their Direc- 
tory, the Preſbytery are directed to inquire 
touching the grace of Go p in him, and whether 
he be of ſuch holineſs of life as is requiſite in a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, and to examine him 
touching his learning and ſufficiency, and touch- 
ing the evidences of his calling to the holy Mi- 
niſtry, and in particular his fair and direct call- 
ing to that place to which he is deſigned. Several 
more particular rules of examination are there 
given; and then it is declared, That, beſides the 
trial of his gifts in preaching, he ſhould undergo 
an examination in the premiſes two ſeveral days, 
and more if the Preſbytery ſhall judge it neceſ- 
fary. And it is obſervable, that tho' a Miniſter 
deſigned to a congregation in England, who had 
been ordained before in England, or in Scotland, 
or in any other reformed church, was to be ad- 
mitted without any new Ordination, upon his 
bringing a teſtimonial of his Ordination, and of 
his abilities and converſation ; yet it is intimated, 

that there ſhould be a cautious proceeding in 
matters of examination, and that he ſhould un- 
dergo ſuch a trial of his fitneſs and ſufficiency, 
as had been before preſcribed. Now if it was 
thought requiſite that a perſon already ordained, 

and bringing /c teſtimonials with him, ſhould 
be afreſh examined upon his removing to another 
charge, much more, I ſhould think, this may be 
required of thoſe that are as yet unordained, 
when they deſire Ordination, In the agreement 
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counties of Cumberland and Weſtmoreland, pub- 
T liſhed in 1656. I find one article which hath 
T relation to this, viz. the 17th, which runs 
thus; When a Miniſter is to be ordained to 


39 


of the aſſociated Miniſters and Churches in the 


« a congregation, we agree, that godly and able 
« Miniſters of ne;ghbour congregations be called 
« to be employed in the examination and trial 
« of the fitneſs of the party to be ſet apart to 


| « that weighty office, and in the act of Ordina- 


« tion.“ That the judgment of the Congrega- 
tional as well as Preſbyterian Miniſters may be 


further ſeen, I ſhall yet add, that the ſeventh head 
of the fore- mentioned agreement of the united 
= Miniſters concerning the Miniſtry, is this; © It is 
= © expedient that they who enter upon the work 
= © of preaching the Goſpel, be not only qualified 
= © for communion of ſaints, but alſo that (ex- 
= © cept in caſes extraordinary) they give proof of 
= © their gifts and fitneſs for the ſaid work unto 
= © thePaſtors of churches of known abilities to 
& © diſcern and judge of their qualifications, that 
= © they may be ſent forth with ſolemn approba- 
= © tion and prayer; which we judge needful, 


that no doubt may remain concerning their 


= © being called to the work, and for preventing, 


* as much as in us lies, ignorant and raſh in- 


„ rruders.” 


III. I have ſtill to inquire, when this ſufficient 


ſatisfaction is to be obtained. For the circum- 
& tance of the time is very conſiderable here. Now 
to me itis clear and undeniable from the nature 
of the thing, that all thoſe Miniſters who or- 
Ain any perſon, ought to be ſufficiently ſatisfied 
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concerning his fitneſs for it and right to it, not 
only before they do actually ordain him, but 
before they conſent to do it. Whatever this ſa- 
tisfaction be, whether it be more or leſs, and in 
what way ſoever it be given, whether it be by 
the choice of a people, (ſo far as it can that way 
be given and received) or by the teſtimony of 
Miniſters who have already tried the perſon, 
or by any new trial of him by thoſe that are 
defired to ordain him; this ſatisfaction ought to 
be obtained before his Ordination be determined. 
If any thing may be left to be done afterwards, 
in order to a more abundant ſatisfaction, yet 
certainly all neceſſary ſatisfaction ought to be 
given and received before. For let us conſider, 
what an irregularity it would be to act other- 
wiſe, and how prepoſterous and abſurd to re- 
ſolve that ſuch a perſon ſhall be ordained, and 
afterwards deliberate whether he be fit for it. 
What is this but putting that firſt which ſhould 
be laſt, and that laſt which ſhould be firſt ? 
How doth this make all the means that may be 
uſed to obtain this ſatisfaction vain and infignifi- 
cant? How croſs and contrary is this to the end 
of them, which 1s this, that thoſe who are de- 
fired to ordain a perſon may be able to diſcern, 


whether he be qualified for it, or unqualified, | 


and fo may determine either to do it, or not to 
do it? This being already concluded upon, to 
what purpoſe is it after this to make inquiry, 
whether it may be done? How notorious is it, 
that ſuch an inquiry after this 1s out of ſeaſon, 
it comes too late, out of due time, and, by the 
unſcaſonableneſs of it, is turned into an empty 

forma- 


e Aq0N ad eee moat. 


” r 
3 1 . - * 
2 1 6 a. | on” —_— 


* f 


„not 
but 
18 ſa- 
nd in 
e by 
way 
ny of 
rſon, 
t are 
ht to 
ined. 
ards, 
yet 
o be 
ider, 
ther- 
0 re- 
and 
T it. 
ould 
rſt ? 
y be 
nifi- 
end 
de- 
ern, 
fied, 
t to 
„to 
liry, 
is it, 
ſon, 


the 


pt y 
ma- 


* 


411 


© formality? And (which is worſe ſtill) would 
not /ach an examination fo ilEtimed be a picce 
Jof profaneneſs, and a mocking of Gop? Such 
Sit would be, to determine before-hand that a 


thing ſhall be done, and afterwards conſider 
whether it may lawfully be done; to reſolve 
that ſuch or ſuch a perſon ſhall be ſolemnly de- 
voted to the ſervice of Go p in the work of the 
Miniſtry, and then to inquire whether he be 
worthy of it. This is ſo plain, that I know not 


E well what can be plainer. So that when Mini- 


ſters conſent to the ordaining of a perſon, chari- 


ty teaches others to judge, that they have already 
received all neceflary ſatisfaction concerning 
him. But they 
to it, that it be really ſo, and that they be not 
too ſoon or too lightly ſatisfied. 


themſelves are concerned to ſee 


It may be obierved in the Aﬀembly's Directo- 


ry for Ordination, that before this was deter- 
* mined concerning any perſon, he was to be ex- 


amined in many things, and being approved in 
all, he was to be ſent to the church where he 


was to miniſter, to preach three ſeveral days, 
4 and to converſe with the people, that they might 
have trial of his gifts for their edification, and 
might have time and occaſion to inquire into, 


and the better to know his life and convertation ; 
and in the laſt of thoſe three days appointed for 


Ane trial of his gifts in preaching, there was to 


e tent frora the Preſbytery to the congregation 
a publick intimation in writing, which was to 
be publickly read before the people, and after 


* thxed to the church- door, to ſignify, that 
¶ſuch a day a competent number of the members 


of 
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of that congregation, nominated by themſelves, 
ſhould appear before the Preſbytery, to give their 
conſent and approbation to ſuch a man to be 
their Miniſter, or otherwiſe to put in, with all 
Chriſtian diſcretion and meekneſs, what ex- 
ceptions they had againſt him : and if on the 
day appointed there were no juſt exceptions 
againſt him, but the people gave their conſent, 
then the Preſbytery ſhould proceed to Ordina- 
tion. According to theſe rules, the examination 
by Miniſters was to be firſt, and the conſent of 
the people afterwards. I have no occaſion here 
to determine which ſhould be firſt. It is enough 
to my preſent purpoſe, that according to theſe 
rules, every perſon was to be examined before 
it was concluded upon that he ſhould be or- 
dained. 

Theſe rules, I ſuppoſe, were obſerved more 
or leſs till the Reſtauration, and then the ejected 
Miniſters could not do as they would. In thoſe 
troubleſome and diſcouraging times, Ordina- 
tions amongſt thoſe who could not conform to 
the eſtabliſhed church were but few, and thoſe 
few very private, and it was with difficulty 
and danger that Miniſters then met together. 
By the happy Revolution the caſe is much al- 
ter'd. In theſe times of liberty, Ordinations 
amongſt the Diſſenters are more frequent and 
publick. And, as I am informed by a Miniſter 
who lived foine years in Felaud, great care and 
pains are taken there, at Dublin, and in other 
places, in examining perſons divers times be- 
tore they are rind. And I hope that not 
only in the great Cities, but in ſome _— 
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of England, this work is ſtill performed accord- 
ing to the rules of the Goſpel, with previous 
examination and approbation of candidates for 
the Miniſtry, before their Ordination is agreed 
upon, and any time or place appointed for it. 
For, as I have heard, there are ſettled claſſes, 
and ſtated meetings of Miniſters, in ſome parts, 
for this and other ends and purpoſes, which 
may eaſily be in cities, and may be ſometimes 
in counties alſo. 

But in other parts theſe meetings of Mini- 
ſters are not held; and I reckon it is very 
much owing to this, that the Goſpel rule for 
the ordaining of, Miniſters is not there (to ſay 
the leaſt) ſo generally and fully complied with 
as it ought to be; tho' even in theſe parts ſome 
may have obſerved it more than others. The 
matter of fact I take to be this: When a per- 
ſon in theſe parts is choſen Paſtor of a people, 
and he and they would have him to be or- 
dained, application is made to one or two Mi- 
niſters, who are beſt acquainted with the per- 


| fon, and may themſelves be already ſatisfied in 


him, and fo it is agreed upon between them, 
that he ſhall be ordained, and a time is ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, and a place, which 
is uſually that where the candidate is to ſerve: 
and this is done without conſulting with other 
Miniſters, of whom ſeveral (not to tay the moſt) 
have little or no knowledge of the perſon, and 
perhaps without allowing them ſufficient time 
and means to inform themſelves, and yet they 
are deſired to concur in the Ordination; and 
of this publick notice is given, fo that there is 

G 2 uſually 
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ufually a full appearance of the congregation of 
which the candidate is deſigned to be Paſtor, 
and many others alſo attend it from diſtant 
places. Before the perſon is ordained, his teſti- 
monials are produced (if he hath any) and a 
confeſſion of his faith, and ſometimes ſome 
other exerciſes may be performed, and ſome 
examinations had : but all this is deferred to 
the very time that Miniſters are met together 
for Ordination. 

Now, if I be not much miſtaken, this is 
what may juſtly be complained of; and it may 
allo feem ſtrange, that tome Miniſters ſhould 
ſo much depart from the rule, that hath been, 
and I hope is ſtill obſerved, by others, and 
which ought to be obſerved by them alſo. 

Yet our wonder may be ſomewhat abated, 
and Miniſters may in part be excuſed, as I 
apprehend, by conſidering how they fell into 
this error: Which to me ſeems to be thus. At 
the Revolution, and for ſome years after, there 
was not ſuch a number of ordained Miniſters 
amongſt the Diſſenters as now there is, and 
lo they met from diſtant places, and out of 
ſeveral counties, to ordain a' perſon : and this 
might incline them ſometimes to take up with 
leſs evidence of his fitneſs than was reaſonable, 
and one or more Miniſters being acquainted 
with him, thoſe that were ſtrangers to him de- 
ome upon the teitimony of thoſe that knew 
um, and were ſatisfied in him, and ſo they 
agiced to ordain him; and tho' there were 
ſome exerciſes and examinations, yet theſe were 
deferred till the day before the Ordination. el 
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this example, thoſe that were ordained by theſe 
Miniſters might eaſily be led into the fame prac- 
tice in ordaining others, when they were called 
to it. This may alſo, I ſuppoſe, be imputed to 
the want of due confideration, from whence 
it comes to paſs, that even wife and good men 
act otherwiſe ſometimes than they ſhould do. 

But after all extenuations that can be made, 
this muſt, as I conceive, be acknowledged to 
be a fault. It is with regret that I thus pub- 
lickly charge any Miniſters with it, and for 
the honour of the Miniſtry I would gladly 
have covered it, if I had not thought the diſ- 
covery of it needful for the cure of it. That 
this may be the better borne, I acknowledge 
myſelf to have heen formerly in ſome degree 
involved in it, tho' for many years I have kept 
myſelf, and have endeavoured to keep others 
from it. We have all our faults, Miniſters as 
well as people, and it is fit that we ſhould own 
and amend them; and this will be for our own 
honour, as well as for the glory of Go p, and 
for the good of his church. In order to this, 
it is neceſſary that we ſhould be convinced of 
them. 

And for that end and purpoſe, beſides what 
I have before urged, I ſhall briefly repreſent 
ſome evils, which do or may attend that which 
I am endeavouring to remedy ; which is indeed 


the chief deſign of this diſcourſe. 

I. It is too much, as I conceive, for one or 
two Miniſters alone, tho' acquainted with and 
ſatisfied in the candidate, to agree with him, 
or with the people that may have choſen hun, 
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that he ſhall be ordained, and to appoint time 
and place for it, without conſulting with other 
Miniſters whom they intend to invite to the 
Ordination ; and more eſpecially without allow- 
ing them ſufficient time and means for their 
obtaining ſatisfaction concerning the perſon be- 
fore the time of the Ordination. 

2. If we ſhould ſuppoſe any of thoſe Mini- 
ſters, who, at the time and place appointed for 
Ordination, make uſe of examinations, or other 
means of ſatisfaction, to be determined i in their 
own minds, to ordain men, whether they be 
fatisfied or not, this would not only be very 
abſurd, but very ſinful, as I have before ſhewn. 
But this is not to be ſuppoſed concerning any 
good Miniſter. We will therefore ſuppoſe the 
contrary, that it is the real purpoſe of Miniſters 
to withdraw themſelves, when they are actually 
come to the place of Ordination, in caſe they 
ſhould not there receive ſatisfaction, unleſs they 
have before received it. Therefore 

3. Let us now conſider what evils, miſ- 
chiefs, or inconveniencies will or may ariſe in 
this caſe alſo. 

(1.) Firſt and chiefly, When Miniſters are 
come together for Ordination, and when a 
large congregation alſo will ſoon be come toge- 
ther to the ſame ſolemnity, there may not then 
be ſutiicient time or means, whereby to know 
the fitneſs of the perſon to be ordained, yea 
Miniſters may then perceive his unfitneſs ; and 
yet in ſuch a fituation they are ſtrongly tempt- 
ed to ordain, (eſpecially if it be a doubtful caſe) 
tho' it be contrary to their judgments and con- 

ſciences, 
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ſciences, and contrary to their purpoſes and 
reſolutions ; ; becauſe they have proceeded ſo far 
that they cannot well and honourably retreat, 
and in compliance with the deſire and importu- 
nity of the candidate and his friends, and out 
of reſpect to the people. And if the Miniſters 
themſelves ſhould be divided in their judgments, 
ſome ſatisfied, and others diſſatisfied, this much 
{ſtrengthens the temptation to thoſe that are not 
ſatisfied, and by the arguments and perſuaſions 
of their brethren added to the other before- 
mentioned conſiderations, they may be pre- 
vailed upon to go further than with a good 
conſcience they can do. And when matters are 
thus tranſacted, there is more than a little danger 
leſt unfit perſons ſhould be admitted into the 
Miniſtry. Theſe are great evils. Miniſters are 
but men, tho' they may be good men, and 
they are not all ſo much; and it is not fit that 
they ſhould expoſe themſelves, or be expoſed 
to ſo great a temptation, vhen there is no need 
of it. Nor is it fit that ſuch an hazard ſhould 
be run needleſly of receiving into the Miniſtry 
thoſe that ought to be kept back from it, at 
leaſt for a time, till they are found fitter for it. 
Not many, I hope, amongſt Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ers; but yet, I tear, tome have, by making too 
much haſte, been taken into it, who, by a due 
deliberation, might and ſhould have been de- 
barred from it. 

(2.) If, on the other hand, Miniſters ſhould 
act conſcientiouſly, and as they deſigned, and 
return re infecta, without doing their buſineſs, 
pecauſe they are not fatisfied, this is likely to 

be 
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be attended with bad conſequences alſo, tho? 
not ſo bad as the other. 1. Thus Miniſters 
would be put to a needleſs trouble and loſs of 
time; and it is not reaſonable that they ſhould 
ſpend their time in travelling to places appointed 
or Ordiration, whilſt they are at uncertainties 
whether they ſhall do the work they go for, 

2. This, it is probable, will much offend not on] 
the candidate and his friends, but the whole 
congregation, and fuch Miniſters alſo as are 
ſatisfied, if ſuch there be, and be worſe taken 
than if they had never come. 3. If ſome Mini- 
ſters being ſatisfied, are willing and deſirous to 
proceed, others may withdraw, and fo many as 
not to leave a competent number to ordain the 
perſon. If there ſhould be but one or two that 
approve him, this 1s hardly to be accounted a 
fafficient number. By the 3 5th canon of the 
church of Enzland it is ordained, That three 
able Preachers at leaſt ſhould be preſent with 
the Biſhop in laying on of hands. According 
to the Afſembly's Direciory, three or four Mini- 
ſters at leaſt were to be employed in ordaining; 
which number the Parliament, in complying 
with their advice, thought fit to increaſe to five. 
Now if thro' the diſſatisfaction and departure 
of the Miniſters, or of the greateſt part of them, 
or for want of a competent number of Ordainers, 
there ſhould be no Ordination at all, after the 
thing hath been agreed upon, and time and 
place appointed, and after that Miniſters have 
met together for it, and if a large congregation, 
greatly to their diſappointment, ſhould meet 
together in vain, how ſhocking would this bs 
and 
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and how much would both Miniſters and Peo- 
ple by this be expoſed to ſcorn and contempt ? 

4. I may yet add as another evil that attends 
this way of ordaining, that ſome Miniſters are 
by this means kept from joining with their bre- 
chan in Ordination, as they ſhould be willing 
to do, if this ſtumbling-block were removed. 

Upon the whole it is hoped, that all Mini- 
ſters whom it may concern will take this matter 
into their ſerious conſideration, and agree toge- 
ther to reform what is amiſs. They are humbly 
and earneſtly deſired, as they regard the glory 
of Gop, the good of the church, and the credit 
of the Miniſtry, to uſe their beſt endeavours, 
that in the Ordination of Miniſters the Goſpel- 
rule, from which ſome have deviated, may now 
be more fully and generally obſerved. 

In order to this, and as a remedy of that evil 
which hath been complained of, it is humbly 
propoſed, 'That Miniſters ſhould ſometimes meet 
together, thoſe that are not at too great a diſtance 
one from another, yea Miniſters of different de- 
nominations, laying aſide as much as may be 
thoſe different denominations, for this end and 
purpoſe amongſt others, that thoſe that need 
and defire Ordination might apply themſelves to 
a body of Miniſters thus met together, rather 
than to one ſingle Miniſter, and that Miniſters 
might conſult and agree together how to ma- 
nage the whole work of Ordination, and all 
that is to be done preparatory to it, in the beſt 
manner according to the Word of Go Dp. 

It 1s defireable alſo, that in other reſpects 
they might conſult together, how they may 
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molt effectually promote and anſwer the great 
ends of their Miniſtry ; and that they might be 
more united in their work, might agree, and 
act by the ſame rule in thoſe things in which it 
is needful that they ſhou!d fo do; in thoſe things 
wherein the glory of Go p, the intereſt of reli- 
gion, and the good of the church doth require 
an uniformity of practice, or make it highly 
expedient, they being alſo likely to be more re- 
ſpected and regarded by the people in what they 
do by ſuch common conſent ; and that th 

might advife and affiſt one another, ſtrengthen- 
ing one another's hands; and that, as there may 
be occaſion for it, they might excite and admo- 
niſh one another; and that they might do what 
in them lies to reform abuſes and corruptions, 
that may have crept into the church amongſt 
Miniſters or People. In all this, tyrannical do- 
mination over Miniſters or Churches is not in- 
tended ; but an uſeful and amiable concord ac- 


"cording to the Word of Go p. In former times, 


Miniſters have judged this to be very neceſſary. 
See the agreement of the affociated Paſtors and 
Churches of Worceſterſhire, publiſhed in 1653. 
whoſe 2oth propofition is in theſe words ; 
« Becauſe all churches are parts of the church 
« univerſal, and all true Chriſtians are members 
ce of that body, and of Chriſt, and have one 
« Head, Lord, Faith, Baptiſm, one Rule of 
« Hach and Life, one Spirit, and one Bond and 
* coiimon Cognizance of entire love to Chriſt 
* and one another, and have one Hope, one 
« End, and muſt be one in cloſe Union and 
% Communion with Chriſt everlaſtingly ; we 
| 5 « judge 
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judge it therefore of great and indiſpenſable 
« neceſſity, that we uſe all good means for the 
« maintaining of this Union and Communion, 
« and to do as much as we can of our work in 
© concord with one another, and as little as 
% may be dividedly, and by ourſelves : and 
ce therefore we reſolve, according to our duty, 
« to keep conſtant communion and correſpon- 
« dence, and to that end to hold certain meet- 
« ings of the Miniſtry in aſſociation, and that 
« according to theſe following rules, &c.” The 
judgment and reſolution of the aſſociated Mini- 
ſters and Churches of Cumberland and Weſt- 
morland was not unlike to this; for thus they 
expreſs themſelves in their fore- mentioned agree- 
ment, p. 2, 3. And becauſe a brotherly union 
« hath ſo much of Gop in it, and conſe- 
« quently gives ſo much hopes, that Go Dp will 
take that courſe in eſtabliſhing his church, 
« when he ſhall ariſe to build Feru/alem, and 
« ſecing it is an unjuſtifiable pettiſhneſs and 
« peeviſhneſs of ſpirit to be averſe from joining 
in any thing, becauſe we cannot join in all 
things; therefore we reſolve (ſetting aſide 
« all carnal intereſts, and caſting ourſelves, 
with all oui concernments, at the Lord's 
« feet) to walk together, as far as we can for 
the preſent, not reſting here, &c. In order 
to the carrying on of this great work, we 
lay down and aſſent unto theſe general rules, 
* as the baſis and foundation which muſt 
<«« ſupport and bear up our following agree- 
ment: 1. That in the exerciſe of diſcipline, 
it is not only the moſt ſafe courſe, but alſo 

H 2 ©. FRO 


[$8 ] 


* moſt conducing to brotherly union and ſa- 
« tisfaction, that particular churches carry on 
eas much of their work with joint and mu- 
* tual aſſiſtance as they can with conveniency 
and edification, and as little as may be in 
* their actings to ſtand diſtinctly by them- 
<« ſelves, and apart from each other,” Mr. 
Baxter, in his Narrative of his Life and Times, 
declares his great ſatisfaction in theſe meet- 
ings of Miniſters, Part ii. page 150. and makes 
mention of many other counties which began 
to aſſociate, as Wiltſhire, Dorſetſhire, Somer- 
ſelſbire, Hampſhire, Eſſex, &c. and of the 
aſſociated churches in Ireland, p. 167, &c. 
Here alſo may be ſeen ſeveral letters, that 
paſſed between the Miniſters of thoſe times 
one to another, in which they pathetically con- 
gratulate and confirm each other upon and in 
their mutual concord. I now return from this 
digreſſion. 

If ſtated meetings of Miniſters ſor theſe 
ends and purpoſes ſhould not be thought need- 
ful by ſome, or not be conſiſtent with their 
principles, then it is humbly propoſed, and ear- 
neſtly defired, that there may be occaſional 
meetings, which it 1s ſuppoſed all allow to be 
requifite ; and in particular, that, as ſoon as 
may be with convenience, there might be a 
general meeting, one, or more, if needful, of 
all Proteſtant Diſſenting ordained Miniſters, 
in every county of England where ſuch meet- 
ings are not at preſent held, to confider and 
agree, as is aforeſaid, how to tranſact all things 
relating to the Ordination of Miniſters, and 


that, 


[ 53 ] 


that, amongſt other things, theſe following 
rules may unanimouſly be agreed and con- 
cluded upon; v7z. ( 1.) That for the future, 
when any candidate for the Miniſtry, or any 
People that may have choſen him for their 
Paſtor, ſhall apply to any one of them for 
Ordination, he will mildly acquaint them, that 
how much ſoever he may be ſatisfied himſelf 
already, he doth not think it proper for him 
to come to any determination in ſo weighty 
an affair, without the concurrence of ſuch 
other Miniſters as ſhall be deſired to aſſiſt in 
the Ordination, it being highly reaſonable and 
neceſſary that all Ordainers ſhould be ſatisfied 
concerning the qualifications of the perſon to 
be ordained. (2.) That when it ſhall be agreed 
upon between the ſaid candidate, the People 
that may have choſen him, and the Miniſter 
to whom application ſhall be made for Ordi- 
nation, what other Miniſters ſhall be defired 
to aſſiſt therein, then there ſhall be a meeting 
of Miniſters appointed at a convenient time 
and place, unto which all the faid Miniſters 
(hall be invited, and at which the ſaid candi- 
date ſhall attend, prepared to perform all thoſe 
exerciſes, and to pals thro all thoſe examina- 
tions and trials, which the ordaining Miniſters 
ſhall have before judged to be requiſite, and 
to produce his teſtimonials, if he hath any, 
and to make a confeſſion of his faith, and to 
give all the ſatisfaction which ſhall be judged 
to be neceſſary, concerning his fitneſs for that 
ſacred and important office, with which he 
deſires to be inyeſted. Such a meeting of or- 
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dained Miniſters may now be held more eafily 
than in former times, becauſe there is now a 
greater number of them, and becauſe they are 
placed nearer one to another. (3.) That at 
the ſaid meeting the Miniſters preſent, or ſome 
of them, ſhall inquire into the qualifications of 
the candidate with diligence and faithfulneſs, 
and after the manner that ſhall have been before 
agreed upon. (4.) That the ſame rules be ob- 
ſerved with reſpect to all candidates, (tho' it 
may be leſs needful for ſome than for others) 
to avoid offence, and all appearance of par- 
tiality. (F.) That if one meeting of Miniſters 
ſhould not be found ſufficient for the exami- 
nation of candidates, and to obtain ſatisfaction 
concerning them, (which it is hoped, for the 
moſt part, it will be) another ſhall be called 
for that purpoſe, and attended upon by the 
ſaid Miniſters and Candidate. (6.) That when 
the ſaid Miniſters, or a competent number of 
them, ſhall have received ſufficient ſatisfaction 
concerning the perſon whoſe Ordination is de- 
fired, then, and not till then, the thing ſhall be 
determined, and time and place appointed for 
it. (7.) That in caſe the faid Miniſters ſhall 
not agree in their opinion concerning the fitneſs 
or unfitneſs of the perſon (which caſe, it is 
hoped, will not often happen) they ſhall in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs endeavour to convince one 
another ; and if that cannot be done, then thoſe 
that are ſatisfied, if they think fit, may proceed 
to Ordination, and the reft deſiſt. It is hoped, 
that, after mature deliberation, none of * 
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rules will appear unreaſonable or unneceſſary 
to any Miniſter, 

Since theſe deliberate ings in Ordina- 
tion are injoined by Apoſtolical rules, and need- 
ful for the glory of Go p, the honour of the 
Miniſtry, and the good of the church, of the 
church in general, and of particular churches 
and congregations; it is alſo hoped that theſe, 
after they have maturely weighed theſe things, 
will readily acquieſce in ſuch proceedings, and 
that they will be ſo far from doing any thing 
to hinder ſuch regular methods, that they will 
even deſire them, and in their places promote 
them. This is recommended to the People, 
and that they would not deſire or expect from 
Miniſters that which would be unreaſonable; 
I mean, that they ſhould ordain Miniſters for 
them meerly becauſe they have choſen them, 
nor till they have allowed them ſufficient time 
and means to fatisfy themſelves concerning their 
qualifications, nor then, unleſs they be ſatisfied. 
Chriſtian churches and congregations are alſo 
counſelled to take the advice and aſſiſtance of 
ſome pious and judicious Miniſters in the choice 
of their Paſtors ; not truſting altogether to their 
own judgments or inclinations. And they are 
cautioned not to be too in the choice of 


them. The Apoſtle ſeems to give them impli- 
citly this caution in that which he expreſſly 
gives to Miniſters: that rule that is given to 
Miniſters for the ordaining of Miniſters, may 
fitly be applied to the People, it being needful 
to be obſerved by them in the choice of their 
Mini- 
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Miniſters. As Miniſters may not lay hands 
ſuddenly on any man in Ordination, that they 
may not be partakers of other mens fins, but 
may keep themſelves pure; ſo, for the ſame 
reaſon, the people ſhould not ſuddenly hold up 
their hands in election. It behoves them alſo 
to be deliberate and careful in this, becauſe 
not only the ordaining, but the chuſing of Mi- 
niſters is a thing of great importance, that in 
which the glory of Gop, and the good of 
their own ſouls, and of the church in general, 
is much concerned. 
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